


On 4th December 2020 every pupil in Hensingham 
Primary School took part in a Whole School Writing 

event to showcase their learning in the Autumn Term.

It all started with a silent animated movie which tells 
the story of a little girl who makes friends with a 

snowman and shows how their lives change as she 
grows up! 

We watched it, discussed it, explored it and then 
started our planning activities…



Click on the link below if you would like to watch the 
story unfold for yourself!

Lily & The Snowman

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZC9vB5AUU2M


The children worked in groups to discuss and share 
ideas for writing the story in their own words. 

The first task was to explore the sequencing of the 
movie and make notes on their journey together.



After this, they investigated the use of feeling and mood 
through changes in colour and used resources to find 

adventurous vocabulary for setting and character 
descriptions.



They used exciting sentence openers and connectives to 
orally rehearse super sentences for their stories. They 

recorded them in a video to play back to the class.



Next, they thought about all of the skills they had 
learned in the Autumn Term and revisited previous 
work to create their own set of Success Criteria … 

everything their stories would need to be fantastic!



Finally, the groups fed back to the rest of their class and 
discussed further, adding ideas for improvements.



Time to get writing!

Children worked in quiet, calm and relaxing 
atmospheres to create their stories using all of their 

planning and applying all of the skills.



Time to Share!

Pupils had the chance to
perform and share their

work with the rest of their
class. They received 

feedback about what was
good and what could be

better next time based on 
the agreed success criteria!



Time to share the Results!

The results were impressive and you can see the 
progression between the year groups really clearly.

Here are some examples from each Class



EYFS

I’m learning how to form my letters.

I’m starting to use my phonics knowledge
to write new words.

I can spell phonetically plausible words



Year 1

I’m learning how 
to join sentences 
together with 
simple
conjunctions.

I’m starting to use Capital letters at the start of my sentences.

I can leave spaces between words.



Year 2

I’m thinking carefully about the sizes of my
ascenders and descenders.

I can add feelings and speech to make my
writing interesting.

I’m beginning to use 
expanded noun phrases 
to describe.



Year 3

I’m using a wider 
range of 
connectives and 
more specific 
vocabulary.

I can group ideas and events into
paragraphs to help my story flow.

I’m starting to use joined up writing.



Year 4

I’m learning how to hook my reader and 
add elements of excitement.

I’m beginning to use 
a range of sentence 
openers.

I can use fluent joined up writing.



Year 5

I’m beginning to use a range of clauses to
add extra information.

I’m using editing skills 
to check spellings and 
make improvements.

I’m starting to develop characters and 
settings, to engage the reader.



Year 6

I’m making precise word choices
and using higher level vocabulary.  

I’m beginning to use 
a range of 
punctuation for 
effect.

I’m engaging my audience by using similes,
metaphors and a range of sentence
types for purpose.



The teachers were impressed with the level of writing 
produced and some pupils received Certificates for 

making amazing progress or for pushing themselves to 
do the best they possibly can!



I wonder where our next adventure will take us …


