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Teaching young people to become confident, competent readers and inspiring a lifelong
love of literature is one of the most important jobs in education.

1. To foster a culture of reading for pleasure and provide reading materials that represent

and celebrate all children.

2. Ensure that the VIPERS curriculum is effective in teaching children the key reading skills

and preparing them to be a life long reader.

3. Ensure effective planning, teaching and assessment provides the best possible

opportunity for children to reach the expected standard.

4. Secure maximum opportunities for pupils to practise their skills in reading across the

wider curriculum.

We view reading as the gateway to knowledge and the highest priority is given to ensuring
every pupil receives this crucial life skill as soon as possible.
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• Word reading
• Comprehension 

Teaching must focus on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions and different teaching approaches 
are required for each step. 

Skilled word reading involves the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words 
(decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Underpinning both is understanding how the 
letters on the page represent the sounds in spoken words. This is why phonics plays such a vital role in helping 
young children and unskilled readers at the start of their reading journey. 

Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (particularly vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge 
of the world. Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the 
teacher, as well as by reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction texts. All pupils are 
encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the 
world they live in, to establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. 
Reading widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or 
use in everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination. It is essential that, by the end of their primary 
education, all pupils are able to read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject, in readiness for their 
secondary education.
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Reading- VIPERS- Whole Class Reading

Im
p

le
m

en
ta

ti
o

n

All classes from Year 1-6 access a daily VIPERS session predominately focused upon a novel 

study where they practise and embed the key reading content domain skills. 

We regularly update our VIPERS reading books to ensure that we have a range of modern, 

classic texts, significant authors as well as high quality literature from current authors. 

Children access at least one non-fiction text per half term in their VIPERS sessions.

High quality teacher modelling of fluent reading and reading with expression ensure that 

children experience listening to a strong reader and develop expression and fluency in their 

own reading.

Each year group covers two ‘CET Texts’- these are year group specific texts that are covered 

across the whole of the trust.
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Reading- VIPERS Coverage Non- Fiction
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Reading- Reading For Pleasure 
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in a book and open up their imagination.

Each class have a weekly slot in the library where they go with their friends 

to enjoy library time and reading for pleasure.

Reading corners are at the core of each classroom that children are able to 

access daily.

The Reception class have a ‘Favourite Five’ selection of books (3 of their 

favourites from Nursery and 2 of their favourites from Reception so far). 

They re-read these to ensure that the children are able to retell the stories 

with ease. 

The ‘Mini-Library’ in the SLT office encourages KS2 children to discuss books, 

interests and borrow books from members of SLT.
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Reading- Reading across the curriculum
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Reading forms a vital part of our English curriculum. At the 

beginning of a new writing unit, children explore model texts. 

They read, understand and often perform aloud the model 

texts. They explore the features and work to gain a solid 

understanding of the purpose, audience and genre of the text.

Across the curriculum, children are immersed in a language rich 

environment where they are provided with high quality texts to 

support them in their learning journey.

We utilise the ‘Comprehension Ninja’ non-fiction resources for 

each year group that provide a range of age appropriate reading 

material linked to a range of areas of the curriculum.

We view reading as the gateway to knowledge and the highest priority is given to ensuring 
every pupil receives this crucial life skill as soon as possible. At Hensingham, we understand the 
importance of reading in all aspects of the curriculum from maths right through to music. 
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Reading- Home Reading
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Our STRIVE FOR FIVE reading initiative encourages children to read at home 

regularly- children earn a raffle ticket for the reading raffle each week in 

celebration assembly. One child from each key stage gets chosen in the 

assembly and wins a book from the Reading Trolley.
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The amount of children reading at home and requesting to read in school is increasing-

the amount of raffle ticket entries per class into the STRIVE FOR FIVE initiative is increasing 

each week. 

Year 6 children scored well in their most recent assessments and explained that they feel 

they are well equipped to answer the range of reading questions due to studying the 

different reading content domains.

New VIPERS whole class books excite and entice children keeping them interested in their 

reading learning.

Using a range of non-fiction texts as well as fiction texts in VIPERS sessions ensures children 

are well equipped to read and understand non-fiction texts across the curriculum.

Teacher subject knowledge and skills in planning effective questions in reading is 

improving- some are now writing their own questions rather than using The Literacy Shed 

questions.

Children speak fondly of their library time as well as the time they spend in their reading 

corners.

Children are immersed in a vocabulary- rich environment and exposed to high level 

vocabulary across the curriculum.
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