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Teaching young people to become confident, competent readers and inspiring a lifelong 
love of literature is one of the most important jobs in education.

1. To foster a culture of reading for pleasure and provide reading materials that represent 

and celebrate all children.

2. Ensure that the reading curriculum is effective in teaching children the key reading skills 

and preparing them to become a lifelong reader.

3. Ensure effective planning, teaching and assessment provides the best possible 

opportunity for children to reach the expected standard.

4. Secure maximum opportunities for pupils to practise their skills in reading across the 

wider curriculum.

 We view reading as the gateway to knowledge and the highest priority is given to ensuring 
every pupil receives this crucial life skill as soon as possible.



Reading - Reading Curriculum
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The programmes of study for reading in Key Stages 1 and 2 consist of two dimensions. 
• Word reading
 • Comprehension 

Teaching must focus on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions and different teaching approaches 
are required for each step. 

Skilled word reading involves the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words 
(decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Underpinning both is understanding how the 
letters on the page represent the sounds in spoken words. This is why phonics plays such a vital role in helping 
young children and unskilled readers at the start of their reading journey. 

Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (particularly vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge 
of the world. Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the 
teacher, as well as by reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction texts. All pupils are 
encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the 
world they live in, to establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. 
Reading widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or 
use in everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination. It is essential that, by the end of their primary 
education, all pupils are able to read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject, in readiness for their 
secondary education.



Reading- Reading Progression
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Reading- Whole Class Reading
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Whole class reading builds fluency, confidence, pace and enjoyment.

All classes from Year 1-6 access a daily whole class reading session 

predominately focused upon a novel study where they practise and embed the 

key reading content domain skills. 

We regularly update our whole class reading texts to ensure that we have a 

range of modern, classic texts, significant authors as well as high quality 

literature from current authors. 

Children access at least one non-fiction text per half term in their whole class 

reading sessions.

High quality teacher modelling of fluent reading and reading with expression 

ensure that children experience listening to a strong reader and develop 

expression and fluency in their own reading.

Each year group covers two ‘CET Texts’- these are year group specific texts that 

are covered across the whole of the trust.



Reading- Overview 23.24
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1/2 
Cycle A 

 
 

Esio Trot 
 

NF – The UK 

The Day the 
Crayons Came 

Home 
 

NF – Rosa 
Parks 

 

The Tale of 
Peter Rabbit 

 
NF - Materials 

The Squirrels 
who 

Squabbled 
 

NF – Worms 
and Soil 

Hansel and 
Gretel 

 
NF - Deserts 

Harry the 
Poisonous 
Centipede 

 
NF – How 

Plants Grow 

Year 1/2 
Cycle B 

The Tiger who 
Came to Tea 

Lost and 
Found 

The 
Enchanted 

Wood 
 

TBC The 
Hodgeheg 

The Day the 
Crayons Quit 

Year 3 The Iron Man The 
Enchanted 

Wood 

Charlotte’s 
Web 

The Nothing 
to see here 

Hotel 

The Lion, the 
Witch and the 

Wardrobe 
 

Alice in 
Wonderland 

Year 4 Stig of the 
Dump 

 The Lion, the 
Witch and the 

Wardrobe 

Danny the 
Champion of 

the World 

The 
Miraculous 
Journey of 

Edward 
Tulane 

 

Varjak Paw 

Year 5 Pig Heart Boy Treason Macbeth Wolf Brother 
 

Midnight Fox The Explorer 

Year 6 Skellig A Christmas 
Carol 

Holes Wonder Goodnight Mr 
Tom 

The London 
Eye Mystery 

 

 



Reading - Reading For Pleasure 
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Our school library provides space for children to get lost in a book and stimulate their imagination.

Each class have a weekly slot in the library where they go with their friends to enjoy library time and reading for 

pleasure.

Reading corners are at the core of each classroom.

We celebrated World Book Day 2024 and the Scholastic Book Fair was very popular. On Mother’s Day we invited 

a special lady in for a ‘book and a brew’.

Strive for Five is a reading incentive where children are entered into the reading raffle, and we have seen a huge 

increase in children reading at least 5 times a week.

Each class has a weekly ‘buddy reading’ session with another class.
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Reading- Mirrors and Windows
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Reading- Reading across the curriculum
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Reading forms a vital part of our English curriculum. At the 

beginning of a new writing unit, children explore model texts. 

They read, understand and often perform aloud the model 

texts. They explore the features and work to gain a solid 

understanding of the purpose, audience and genre of the text.

Across the curriculum, children are immersed in a language rich 

environment where they are provided with high quality texts to 

support them in their learning journey.

We utilise the ‘Comprehension Ninja’ non-fiction resources for 

each year group that provide a range of age-appropriate reading 

material linked to a range of areas of the curriculum.

We view reading as the gateway to knowledge and the highest priority is given to ensuring 
every pupil receives this crucial life skill as soon as possible. At Hensingham, we understand the 
importance of reading in all aspects of the curriculum from maths right through to music. 



Reading- Reading across the curriculum
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Reading- Home Reading
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Our STRIVE FOR FIVE reading initiative encourages children to read at home 

regularly- children earn a raffle ticket for the reading raffle each week in 

Celebration Assembly. One child from each Key Stage gets chosen in the 

assembly and wins a book from the reading trolley.
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The number of children reading at home and requesting to read in school is increasing - 

the amount of raffle ticket entries per class into the STRIVE FOR FIVE initiative is increasing 

each week. 

Year 6 children scored well in their most recent assessments and explained that they feel 

they are well equipped to answer the range of reading questions due to studying the 

different reading content domains.

Whole class books excite and entice children keeping them interested in their reading 

learning.

Using a range of non-fiction texts as well as fiction texts in whole class reading sessions 

ensures children are well equipped to read and understand non-fiction texts across the 

curriculum.

Teacher subject knowledge and skills in planning effective questions in reading is 

improving. Children speak fondly of their library time as well as the time they spend in their 

reading corners.

Children are immersed in a vocabulary -rich environment and exposed to high level 

vocabulary across the curriculum.
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