	    CET Nursery Curriculum 

	Term
	Autumn 1 and Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Suggested Themes  
	Amazing me, Amazing you!

Outdoor adventures

Footprints in the Forest

Let’s celebrate- Halloween, Diwali and Christmas

Autumn-Season

	Winter- Season

Once upon a time (traditional tales, story settings and maps, castles, forests and villages)

Shrove Tuesday
	Spring into life- lifecycles, animals, minibeasts, the role of the farmer.
Animal Adventures
Ready, Set, Grow!
Wake up world.
	Little explorers
Our beautiful world
The world through our eyes
Our World, Our Planet
	Set Sail into Summer

Sun, Sea and Summer Adventures



	Wow moments  
	Autumn Walk or outdoor visit
Forest School
	RSPB Bird Watch
	Easter Egg hunt
	  
	  

	Spotlight Author
	
	Julia Donaldson
	Eric Carle
	Nick Sharratt 
	

	  Suggested texts 


	Squirrels Autumn Search
We’re going on a leaf hunt
My family Tree
In every house on every street
Love makes a family
Owl Babies
Dear Santa 
We’re going on an elf hunt
The best Diwali ever
Whirly Twirly Me

Weather- Jill Mcdonald

	Owls Winter Rescue

Three little pigs
Goldilocks and the three bears
Three Billy Goats Gruff
The Gruffalo 

	The new small person
Rabbits Spring adventure
The Very Hungry Caterpillar
What the Ladybird Heard
We’re going on an egg hunt
Jaspers Beanstalk 
Lulu loves flowers

From Seed to Sunflower- Gerda Muller.
	Handa’s Surprise
The Train Ride
We’re going on a bear hunt
Naughty Bus
We’re going to find the monster
You Choose 
Shark in the Park

First Explorers- Things That Go

	Mouse’s Summer Muddle
The Pirate Mums 
The snail and the whale
Maisy goes to the seaside
Sharing a shell

Ocean- Britta Teckentrup



	Communication and Language

	Term
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Communication and Language is promoted through: 
Daily story sessions and book talk, nursery rhymes, songs and poetry, high-quality adult-child interactions, small-group and whole-class discussions, role play and imaginative play opportunities, explicit vocabulary instruction and repetition, talk partners and collaborative learning activities, opportunities to listen, respond, question and explain and language-rich indoor and outdoor environments.
By the end of this phase, children will be able to listen carefully and understand what has been said, express themselves confidently using clear sentences, engage in meaningful conversations with adults and peers, and use a broad vocabulary to communicate their thoughts, feelings and ideas effectively.


	Rhymes and Poetry
	Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star
Row, Row, Row Your Boat
If You're Happy and You Know It
The Wheels on the Bus
Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes Wind the Bobbin Up
	Humpty Dumpty Hickory Dickory Dock Baa Baa Black Sheep Incy Wincy Spider
Little Miss Muffet
Jack and Jill
Ring-a-Ring o' Roses
	Five Little Ducks Five Currant Buns
One, Two, Three, Four, Five, Once I Caught a Fish Alive 
 Five Little Speckled Frogs
Ten in the Bed
This Old Man
Two Little Dickie Birds
	Old MacDonald Had a Farm
Mary Had a Little Lamb
Hey Diddle Diddle
Three Blind Mice
Little Bo Peep
Horsey, Horsey
The Farmer's in His Den
Five Little Men in a Flying Saucer
	Georgie Porgie
Little Jack Horner  Polly Put the Kettle On
Sing a Song of Sixpence
Rock-a-Bye Baby
There Was a Crooked Man

	I'm a Little Teapot London Bridge Is Falling Down
Miss Polly Had a Dolly
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear Turn Around
Down at the Station   A Sailor Went to Sea, Sea, Sea

	Progression Skills
	Listen attentively during short carpet sessions, stories, and group activities. 
Follow familiar two-step instructions with support (Put your book away and sit on the carpet). 
Take turns appropriately in conversations and play with peers. 
Use talk to communicate needs, wants, and feelings (I need the toilet/I’m sad).  
Join in with simple conversations with adults and familiar peers. 
Use simple sentences of 3–5 words (I want the red car). 


	 Sustain attention during whole-class learning and longer stories. 
Follow two-step instructions independently (Get your coat and line up at the door). 
Listen and respond appropriately to adults and peers during discussions. 
Speak in sentences to describe experiences and ideas (I went to the park with my dad). 
Take part in short back-and-forth conversations. 
Begin to use new vocabulary from stories and topics (enormous/cautious) 

	 Maintain attention during longer teaching inputs and adult-led tasks.  
Follow instructions involving more than one idea or action (Choose a pencil, write your name, then put it in the tray). 
Respond to stories and discussions with relevant comments or questions (I think the bear is sad because he lost his hat or why did the character go into the forest?) 
Speak in longer sentences using simple joining words (and/because e.g. I like it because it is fast). 
Describe events in order (First we went outside, then we played on the bikes).  
Ask questions to find out more (What is that for?) 

	 Sustain attention independently in a range of situations.  
Follow three-step instructions (Put your water bottle away, collect your reading book, and sit on the carpet). 
Listen carefully to others and respond appropriately in conversations and group work (waiting for a partner to finish speaking before answering). 
Hold longer conversations with adults and peers. 
Explain ideas and opinions (I think we should build a tall tower because it won’t fall).  
Use increasingly rich vocabulary in play and discussion. 
Speak clearly in group situations. 

	 Maintain attention despite minor distractions during learning activities.  
Recall and respond to key information they have heard (remembering story events or classroom instructions). 
Engage in sustained back-and-forth conversations with adults and peers. 
Use talk to organise, explain, and extend play (You be the driver and I’ll be the passenger). 
Retell stories and experiences in detail with some sequence.  
Answer “how” and “why” questions with explanations.  
Adapt talk depending on listener (adult/peer). 

	 Listen attentively in a range of situations without frequent reminders. 
Follow instructions involving several ideas or actions (Tidy your table, wash your hands and line up for lunch). 
Respond appropriately through comments, questions, and actions linked to what they have heard (answering a question about a story with relevant detail/asking can you explain that again?). 
Speak clearly in full sentences to express ideas, feelings, and opinions. 
Use a wide vocabulary from learning, stories, and experiences.  
Retell stories and events in a logical sequence with detail. 
Explain “why” and “how” clearly in discussions. 
Participate confidently in conversations and group discussions. 

	Vocabulary and Language Progression
	Naming familiar people, objects and 
routines. 
Feelings vocabulary. Simple sentence stems: I want..., I need..., I like...
	Describing words (big, small, soft, hard). 
Past tense modelling. Sentence stems: "I went...", "I saw...
	Sequencing words: first, next, then.
Joining words: and, because. 
Topic vocabulary.
	Predicting and explaining - think, know, remember, because. 
Story language.
	Comparing and reasoning: same, different, might, could, if.
	Explaining and discussing - why, how, explain, decide, choose, prefer.




	PSED

	Term 
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development is promoted through: 
PSED is embedded throughout the Nursery curriculum and daily classroom life. Children are supported to develop confidence, independence, resilience and positive relationships through play, routines and adult interactions. They learn to recognise and manage their emotions, show kindness and respect towards others, and make positive choices. Opportunities throughout the year promote wellbeing, inclusion, belonging and an understanding of diversity, helping children to become confident, happy and successful learners.
By the end of this phase, children will be confident to try new experiences, manage their feelings with increasing independence, form positive relationships with adults and peers, cooperate and share with others, and demonstrate the self-awareness, resilience and social skills needed for a successful transition into Reception.


	Key Themes e.g. anti bullying 
	*World Mental Health Day 
*Black History Month 
	*Anti-Bullying Week 
*Children in Need 
*International Day of Persons with Disabilities 
*Christmas and other winter celebrations 
	*Children's Mental *Health Week 
*Safer Internet Day 
*LGBT+ History Month 
	*International Women's Day 
*Neurodiversity Celebration Week 
*World Down Syndrome Day 
*Red Nose Day / Comic Relief 
*World Autism Acceptance Month 
	*Mental Health Awareness Week 
*Deaf Awareness Week 
*World Cultural Diversity Day 
	*Refugee Week 
*Pride Month 
*Empathy Day 

	Progression Skills 
	Begin to develop confidence in their new setting. 
Begin to follow nursery routines and boundaries with adult support.
Begin to try new activities with adult reassurance. 
Develop self-help skills such as washing hands. 
Begin to play alongside others and begin to share space.
Recognise basic emotions and seek adult help when needed.
 
	Adapt behaviour to routines and boundaries with reminders.  
Begin to express basic feelings using words or gestures (happy, sad). 
Show awareness of others’ feelings with adult support. 
Develop self-help skills such as toothbrushing/using toilet with support. 
Take turns with support and show interest in others.
Seek comfort and support from familiar adults.
Begin to identify what helps them feel calm and safe.
	Develop appropriate ways of being assertive. 
Talk with others to solve conflict with adult support. 
Attempt to put on coats and shoes with adult support. 
Develop friendships and join in shared play.
Use simple calming strategies with adult support.
	Talk about their feelings and the feelings of others with increasing understanding. 
Show pride in achievements.  
Begin to keep trying when things are difficult such as putting on your coat. 
Play cooperatively, taking turns with support. 
Begin solving simple disagreements with adult guidance.
Begin to manage disappointment and frustration with reminders.
 
	Talk with others to solve conflict with less adult support. 
Choose and use resources independently 
Learning to respond to others’ feelings (e.g. noticing when someone is upset)  
Using simple language to join in play (“Can I play?”) 
Beginning to share- support and modelling. 
Cooperate in play and respond to others' feelings.
Regulate emotions in familiar situations with less support.
	Manage personal care, belongings and classroom routines independently.
Work and play 
cooperatively, showing  
care and empathy for others. 

Sustain cooperative play and demonstrate empathy.

Manage feelings and behaviour appropriately in most situations.
 





	Physical Development

	Term
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Physical Development is promoted through: 
Physical Development in Nursery focuses on supporting children to develop strength, coordination, balance, control and independence. Through a range of indoor and outdoor experiences, children build their gross and fine motor skills while developing healthy habits and self-care routines. Opportunities for active play, exploration and independence help children gain confidence in managing their own physical needs and preparing for future learning.
By the end of this phase, children will be able to move confidently and safely in a variety of ways, use a range of tools and equipment with increasing control, manage their personal care needs with growing independence, and demonstrate an understanding of the importance of physical activity and healthy lifestyles.


	Health and self-care 
	Establish routines for handwashing and personal hygiene.
Encourage increasing independence during snack and mealtimes.
Support children in putting on and removing coats and simple items of clothing.
Introduce discussions about healthy food and active lifestyles.
	Encourage greater independence with dressing and toileting routines.
Support children in recognising their own physical needs.
Discuss the importance of exercise, rest and healthy eating.
Develop awareness of keeping safe indoors and outdoors.
	Show increasing independence in managing personal care needs.
Dress and undress with minimal support where appropriate.
Make healthy choices during daily routines.
Understand simple ways to keep themselves safe and healthy.

	Progression of skills

Gross Motor
	Move freely in a variety of ways (walk, run, crawl, climb). 
Begin to stop and start on cue. 
Show awareness of space and others (avoiding collisions with support). 
Climb low apparatus with adult supervision  
Begin to use large-muscle movements (pushing, pulling, rolling).

	Run with more control, adjusting speed.  
Begin to jump with two feet together.
Use stairs/steps with increasing independence (may still lead with one foot). 
Start to kick a large ball.
Balance briefly when stationary (e.g. standing on two feet steadily). 
Develop shoulder and arm strength through climbing, pushing and pulling.
	Move in different ways with increasing coordination (run, hop, crawl).  
Begin to pedal tricycles or ride-on toys. 
Jump off low heights and land on both feet.
Throw a large ball with some direction.  
Show improved climbing skills (using hands and feet effectively).

	Balance while moving (e.g. walking along a line or low beam).  
Begin to hop or stand on one foot briefly.
Catch a large ball (using arms and body).  
Change direction while running.  
Navigate simple obstacle courses. 
Maintain balance and stability during movement activities.
	Move confidently in a range of ways, adjusting speed and direction.  
Jump forward with control and begin to link movements (e.g. run, jump).   
Kick, throw, and begin to aim with increasing accuracy.  
Climb and balance with greater confidence.  
Begin to show awareness of rules in physical play (e.g. games).
	Show good control and coordination in large movements.
Negotiate space successfully, avoiding obstacles independently. 
Use equipment safely and confidently (climbing frames, bikes, balls).  
Begin simple team or group games 
Combine movements fluently (e.g. run, stop, turn, jump)
Demonstrate increasing core stability when sitting, balancing and using tools.

	Progression of skills

Fine Motor
 
	Explore materials using whole‑hand (palmar) grasp.
Use both hands together (holding, tearing, squeezing).
Enjoy sensory and malleable play.



Typical activities: 
Dough squeezing, rolling, poking. 
Scooping sand, water pouring 
Tearing paper, hand‑painting. 

	Start to use tools with support 
Hold tools using fingers rather than whole hand 
Begin to coordinate hand and eye movements 


Typical activities: 
Using chunky crayons, chalks 
Pegs, posting games, large tweezers 
Simple puzzles and slot toys 

	Show increasing control when manipulating small objects 
Use tools with more intention 
Begin simple mark‑making
Begin to cross the midline during large and small movements.  
Typical activities: 
Threading beads, lacing cards 
Pinching dough, using buttons and zips 
Drawing lines and circles 

	Use a three finger
 (tripod‑style) grasp emerging. 
Begin to use scissors with support.
Attempt purposeful marks and patterns.


Typical activities: 
Snipping paper with scissors 
Painting with thinner brushes 
Copying simple shapes and lines 
 

	Use a three‑finger (tripod) grasp developing.  
Manipulate objects with accuracy. 
Use tools independently for short periods.
Draw with increasing detail.
Typical activities: 
Cutting along straight lines 
Drawing shapes and simple people 
Construction toys (small blocks, interlocking pieces) 
	Consistently use a comfortable, 
effective grip 
Combine fine‑motor 
skills with ideas and communication. 
Manage basic self‑care tasks independently e.g. zip/buttons, brushing teeth.  
Typical activities: 
Writing own name or recognisable marks 
Completing detailed drawings 
Using cutlery, fastening coats, dressing dolls 

	Squiggle Whilst you Wiggle

3 days a week





	Wiggle me into a Squiggle
1 move per week
(weeks 1-6)
	Wiggle me into a Squiggle
1 move per week
(weeks 7-10)

Squiggle Whilst you Wiggle
Move 1
(3 weeks)
	Squiggle Whilst you Wiggle
Move 2
(3 weeks)

Squiggle Whilst you Wiggle
Move 3
(3 weeks)
	Squiggle Whilst you Wiggle
Move 4
(3 weeks)

Squiggle Whilst you Wiggle
Move 5
(3 weeks)
	Squiggle Whilst you Wiggle
Move 6
(3 weeks)

Squiggle Whilst you Wiggle
Move 7
(3 weeks)
	Squiggle Whilst you Wiggle
Move 8
(3 weeks)

Squiggle Whilst you Wiggle
Move 9
(3 weeks)

	Dough Disco
2 days a week
	Dough Disco session to develop fine motor skills, hand strength and coordination through playdough activities, supporting early writing and handwriting development.





	Literacy

	Term
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Literacy Development is promoted through: 
Literacy in Nursery focuses on developing children's communication, language, listening, attention, comprehension and early reading and writing skills through meaningful play, high-quality interactions, stories, songs, rhymes and mark-making opportunities. Children are immersed in a language-rich environment where they develop a love of books, storytelling and communication while building the foundations needed for future reading and writing.
By the end of this phase, children should be able to listen attentively in a range of situations, understand and follow simple instructions, and express their ideas, needs and experiences using an increasingly wide vocabulary. They should show enjoyment of books, stories, songs and rhymes, engage in discussions about what they have heard, and begin to recognise that print carries meaning. Children should also be confident in mark-making, giving meaning to their marks and beginning to develop the skills needed for early writing. 

	Progression of skills

Comprehension
	Listens to short stories with increasing attention. 
Joins in with repeated phrases and familiar rhymes.  
Looks at books independently, turning pages (not always in order). 
	Understands simple questions about stories (“Can you see a bear?”)  
Begins to talk about pictures in books.
Holds books appropriately. 
Turns pages.


	Recalls parts of a story  
Talks about characters and events  
Listens to longer stories 
Knows print is read from left to right. 

	Retells familiar stories
with prompts. 
Understands sequence 
(what happened first/next). 
Responds to “why” 
questions in simple 
ways.
Anticipates key events 
in familiar stories. 
Understands that print carries meaning.
	Talks about stories with some detail. 
Makes simple comments about characters or events. 
Identifies title and pictures.


	Retells simple stories in sequence. 
Engages in discussion about books. 
Understands key concepts (characters, settings) 
Begins to predict what might happen next. 
Understands stories have a beginning and ending.

	Vocabulary Through Stories
	Learn and use vocabulary from familiar stories.
	Explain the meaning of some new words.
	Use vocabulary from stories during play and discussion.

	Progression of skills

Writing
	Makes random marks and gives meaning to them  
Begins to develop hand preference  
Uses whole-arm movements to draw 

	Makes more controlled marks  
Begins to draw lines and circles  
Starts to ascribe meaning to marks more consistently 

	Begins to use some shapes to represent objects  
Gives meaning to marks in play (e.g. this says mummy)
May attempt some letter-like shapes 

	Uses mark making to represent ideas in play  
Attempts to form recognisable letter shapes (not always accurate)  

	Uses marks to represent words and meaning clearly.  
Begins to write some recognisable letters from their name or familiar letters   
Shows interest in writing for a purpose (lists, signs, 
Name writing- explicit name teaching starting with name building.  
	Writes some letters accurately (especially from own name)  
Uses letter-like forms and some correct letters  
Gives clear meaning to marks and may begin simple “writing” strings 
Name writing- explicit name writing teaching.  Include visualise to memorise strategies.  

	Little Wandle Phonics

Little Wandle progression through daily sessions – minimum 4 x per week

	Shows interest in print in the environment (stories and signs).
Begins to recognise familiar logos (e.g. signs, labels).




Rhyme Time – Nursery rhyme of the week.
Rhyme Time Game – Listening-what’s that sound, sound patterns, tap the syllable.

	Notices print carries meaning (stories, familiar signs, logos e.g. Tesco, Aldi, McDonalds, School logo).  
Joins in with rhymes and rhythm (through rhyme time).

Rhyme Time – Nursery rhyme of the week. 
Rhyme Time Game – Listening -what’s that sound, sound patterns, tap the syllable, sound knowledge, voice sounds, fast, slow, loud, quiet. 

	Recognises own name (with support)  
Begins to recognise environmental print more confidently. 
Shows awareness of sounds in words (e.g. rhyming, alliteration).

Rhyme Time – Nursery rhyme of the week.
Rhyme Time Game – Listening-what’s that sound, sound patterns, tap the syllable, sound knowledge, voice sounds, fast, slow, loud, quiet.
Rhyming - which word rhymes, play with words and join in. 
 
s, a, t, p, i, n (one sound per week) 
Revisit previously taught sounds

	Begins to identify some 
initial sounds in words.  
Enjoys alliteration and sound play. 



Rhyme Time – 
Nursery rhyme of the week.
 Rhyme Time Game – Listening - 
What’s that sound, sound patterns, tap the syllable, sound knowledge, voice sounds, fast, slow, loud, quiet 
Rhyming - which word rhymes, play with words and join in. 
Alliteration – Say it silly, odd one out 
 m, d, o, g, c, k (one sound per week) 
Revisit previously taught sound
	Recognises own name independently. 
Hears and says the initial sound in words. 






Rhyme Time – Nursery rhyme of the week.
Rhyme Time Game – revisit all.  
 
e,u,r,h,b,f (one sound per week) 
Revisit previously taught sound 

	Links some sounds to letters (informally)  
Identifies initial sounds in words consistently  
Shows readiness for Phase 2 phonics  





Rhyme Time – Nursery rhyme of the week. 
 Rhyme Time Game – revisit all.  
 
l, j, v, w, y, z (one sound per week) 
Revisit previously taught sound 


	Mathematics

	Term
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

		Mathematical Development is promoted through: 
Mathematics in Nursery focuses on developing children's understanding of number, pattern, shape, space and measure through practical experiences, play-based learning and everyday routines. Children are encouraged to explore mathematical concepts through hands-on activities, problem-solving opportunities and meaningful interactions that build confidence, curiosity and a positive attitude towards mathematics.
By the end of this phase, children should be confident in exploring and using early mathematical concepts through play and everyday experiences. They should be able to count objects accurately, recognise and use numbers in meaningful contexts, compare quantities, and solve simple practical problems. Children should identify and create patterns, recognise and talk about common shapes, use mathematical language related to size, position and measure, and begin to understand concepts such as more, less, full, empty, long and short. Most importantly, they should approach mathematical activities with curiosity, confidence and independence.

	White Rose Maths units

	
	Comparison 1- more than, fewer than, same.
SS&M 1- Explore and build with shapes and objects.
Pattern 1- Explore repeats.
Counting 1- Hear and say number names.
Counting 2-Begin to order number names.
Subitising 1- I see 1, 2, 3
	Pattern 2- Join in with repeats
SS&M 2- Explore position and space
Subitising 2- Show me 1,2,3.
Counting 3- Move and label 1, 2, 3
SS&M 3-Explore position and routes
Pattern 3- Explore own first patterns
	Counting 4- Take and give 1,2, 3
SS&M 4- Match, talk, push and pull
Subitising 3- Talk about dots
Comparison 2- Compare and sort collections
Pattern 4- Lead on own repeats
SS&M 5- Start to puzzle

	Pattern 5-Making patterns together.
Subitising 4- make games and actions (over 2 weeks)
Counting 5- Show me 5 (over 2 weeks)
Pattern 6-My own pattern.
	Counting 6- Stop at 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 (over 2/3 weeks)
Comparison 3- Match, sort, compare

Revisit and consolidate learning.

	Progression of skills 

Number


	Joins in with number rhymes (e.g. 5 Little Ducks).
Begins to count verbally (not always in order).

	Recites numbers in order (1-3/1-5).
Begins to match number to quantity (Giving the number to the children). 
Uses fingers to represent small numbers (1-3).
Shows awareness of quantity (e.g. more, lots, fewer). 
Recognise small amounts (1-3 Subitising). 

	Counts objects up to 3 with some accuracy.   
Begins to understand “how many”.
Shows interest in counting objects in play  
Showing 1-3 using objects and finger numbers (counting the 3 bears, chairs).   
Label objects 1-3 using number cards and pictures.  
Notice numerals in the environment  

	Counts up to 3 objects accurately
(extend to 5).
Begins to recognise numerals 1-3 (extend 4/5).  
Recognise amounts 1-3 and can subitise (extend 4/5). 

	Counts to 5 verbally.  
Shows 5 with objects and fingers. 
Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. 
Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. 
	Counts up to 5 with increasing accuracy 
Matches numerals to quantities (1-5)  
Recognises numerals to 5.  
Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (cardinal principle). 
Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. 


	Progression of skills 

Numerical patterns
	Begins to recognise routines and sequences in the day- Nursery routines.  
Explores objects by one attribute (colour, size)- during play.

	Explore and build with shapes and objects. 
Notice and recognise some simple patterns (e.g. repeated actions, repeats in stories).
Notices simple differences (big/small). 

	Copy and continue repeated pattern (own), stories, rhymes and daily routines.  
Begins to understand time language (now/next) - daily routine
Exploring position and space – recognising shapes, choosing shapes for building.
Understands positional language (in, on, under) 
To talk about and notice pattern (informal- wiggles, blobs, dots). 
	Compares quantities (more/fewer). 
Talk about size and weight. 
Select shapes appropriately for tasks (building).
Talks about 2D and 3D shapes.  
Explores shapes in the environment (circle, square) 
Understands and uses positional language (in, on, under) to describe routes.  

	Copies, extends and creates simple repeating patterns (AB). 
Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern. 
Understands sequencing in daily routines (first we wash our hands then have snack).
Describes positions and shapes more accurately 

	Compares quantities (more/fewer). 
Uses language of comparison (bigger, smaller, longer)  


	Mathematical Talk
	Uses simple maths words (big, small, more, one) 
Joins in with counting songs and rhymes 
Repeats adult mathematical language in play 
Responds to simple questions (How many? Which one?)
	Uses simple phrases (more cars, big tower) 
Talks about what they are doing in play 
Begins simple comparisons (bigger/smaller) 
Uses counting in context with support

	Talks about number in play (I need three) 
Uses positional language (in, on, under) 
Begins to explain choices with support (because…) 
Describes shapes informally

	Explains simple mathematical ideas 
Uses comparison language (more/fewer, bigger/smaller) 
Talks about simple patterns 
Notices and talks about mistakes with support

	Explains choices in play 
Talks through simple problem solving 
Uses number and shape language confidently 
Begins simple predictions

	Explains thinking using simple sentences 
Uses maths language independently in play 
Gives simple reasons for answers 
Engages in back-and-forth mathematical talk








	Understanding the World

	Term
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Understanding of the World is promoted through: 
Understanding the World helps children make sense of their immediate environment and the wider world. Through hands-on experiences, exploration, observation, discussion and play, children develop knowledge and understanding of people, places, communities, cultures, technology and the natural world. Learning opportunities are embedded throughout daily provision and enhanced through seasonal events, celebrations, visits and visitors.
Children progress through: noticing → exploring → describing → understanding → explaining
By the end of this phase, children should be confident in exploring and making sense of the world around them. They should be able to talk about themselves, their families and familiar communities, recognise similarities and differences between people, places and cultures, and show curiosity about the natural world through observation and exploration. Children should use simple technology appropriately, ask and answer questions about what they see, notice changes over time and begin to explain their ideas and observations. 

	Progression of skills

Past and Present 













	Talks about own experiences (home, nursery, family e.g. I went to the park).
Recognises familiar people in photos.
Recognises familiar people in their environment 
Remembers recent events with adult support 
Uses simple time words (now, today)






	Talks about events in their own life (e.g. birthdays, celebrations). 
Begins to understand ‘before’ and ‘now’ in daily routines
Recalls recent experiences with prompts 
Begins to sequence very simple events (e.g. snack then play)






	Remembers and talks about significant experiences.
Begins to sequence simple events (e.g. what happened first/next). 
Talks about routines in order (morning, lunchtime, home time) 
Uses simple time language (before, after, next) with support


	Begins to use simple time language. 
Talks about changes they notice (weather, growing, routines) 
Begins to understand that things change over time (child to adult/caterpillar to butterfly)
Talks about familiar stories/events in sequence 
Uses simple language to describe change (used to be, now)

	Talks about past experiences with more detail.
Begins to recall sequences of events with support.
Talks about things that have changed in themselves or environment 
Uses time language more confidently (first, then, after)


	Retells simple events in order independently.
Understands that things change over time (people, objects, routines) 
Talks about past experiences with increasing detail 
Uses sequencing language (first, next, then, finally)



	Progression of skills

People, Culture and Communities 
	Talks about family members and who is important to them. 
Begins to notice similarities and differences between people (hair colour, glasses). 
Begins to show interest in others


	Learns about different celebrations (e.g. Diwali, Christmas).  
Recognises that people have different beliefs and traditions. 
Talks about own experiences of celebrations

	Talks about where they live (their home, garden, bedroom). 
Notices differences 
between homes and environments(their house has 
stairs, a bath or 
inside/outside). 
Begins to explore
different cultures 
(through celebrations and stories). 
Explores familiar community places
	Understands roles in the community (e.g. doctor, teacher). 
Shows interest in different occupations 
(different visitors in school). 
Talks about jobs in simple terms

	Shows interest in different places around the world (through stories and activities e.g. Africa when exploring 
Handa’s Surprise).  
Talks about similarities and differences in lifestyles (we sit at the table for tea, we take off our shoes in our home). 
Begins to understand people live differently

	Talks about differences and similarities between people and communities.  
Shows respect and interest in others’ experiences (listens to other experiences). Listens to and responds to others’ ideas about life


	Progression of skills

The Natural World
	Explores the indoor and outdoor environment.  
Shows curiosity about objects and materials. 
Notices basic changes (weather, seasons starting) 
Talks about what they see and find

	Notices seasonal changes (Autumn- Winter).  
Explores natural materials (leaves, conkers).  
Talks about what they see using simple vocabulary (tree, grass, water, puddle). 

	Explores how things work (e.g. simple mechanisms, toys). 
Talks about animals and where they live (dog in a dog bed, fish in a tank).

	Observes growth (plants, animals). 
Explore how things grow (plants/animals)
Talks about life cycles in simple terms (the caterpillar turned into a butterfly; the chick hatched from an egg). 
Notices changes in Spring (blossom, flowers). 

	Talks about what they see, hear, and feel. 
Understands simple concepts like hot/cold, wet/dry.  
Talks about what they see, hear and feel 
Investigates changes (ice melting, puddles drying)
Explores materials and simple cause/effect

	Talks about habitats and living things.
Explores cause and effect (e.g. what happens if). 
Begins to understand basic care for the environment. 




	Expressive Arts and Design

	Term
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Expressive Arts and Design is promoted through: 
Expressive Arts and Design provides children with opportunities to explore, create, imagine and communicate their ideas, thoughts and feelings. Through art, music, movement, dance, role play, storytelling and design, children develop creativity, self-expression, confidence and problem-solving skills. Children are encouraged to explore a range of materials, media and experiences while developing their own artistic preferences and imaginative thinking.
Children progress through: exploring → experimenting → selecting → creating → refining → performing
By the end of this phase, children should be confident in exploring and expressing their ideas through a range of creative experiences. They should be able to experiment with different materials, tools, techniques, sounds and movements, use their imagination in role play and storytelling, and talk about what they have created. Children should show increasing independence in selecting resources, collaborate with others in creative activities, and participate in singing, music, dance and performances. 

	Progression of Skills

Creating with materials 
	Explores a range of materials freely (paint, sand, water, clay).   
Uses whole-body movements to make marks 
(scarves, ribbons). 
Begins to show preferences for colours and textures.  
Begins to make simple marks with meaning.
	Begins to combine materials (e.g. sticking, building).  
Explores colour mixing (not always intentional).  
Uses tools with support (brushes, glue spreaders) 
Begins to give meaning to creations


	Uses tools with increasing control (brushes, glue spreaders). 
Creates simple representations (people, objects) 
Selects materials with adult support for a purpose 
Talks about what they are making
	Combines materials and techniques for a purpose 
Begins to plan what they want to make (adult supported) 
Explores texture, form and shape more intentionally 
Adapts work during making (changes ideas)

	Creates more detailed representations (drawings, models).  
Selects materials independently for a purpose. 
Refines work (adds detail, changes or improves ideas) 
Talks about what they are making and why


	Uses a variety of tools and techniques confidently.   
Explains what they have created.  
Shows pride in finished work.
Talks about choices and changes made


	Progression of Skills

Being Imaginative and Expressive 


	Joins in with familiar songs and rhymes.  
Explores making sounds with instruments. 
Engages in simple pretend play (e.g. home corner).

	Remembers and sings parts of songs 
Uses props in role play 
Moves rhythmically to music 
Develops play based on own experiences
	Engages in more detailed pretend play 
Uses objects to represent ideas (symbolic play) 
Acts out familiar stories 
Explores voice and sound in play
	Creates simple storylines in play 
Uses imagination to extend role play 
Experiments with movement and music expression 
Begins to link ideas in play with peers

	Develops more complex narratives in role play 
Acts out familiar and invented stories 
Uses imagination flexibly across different areas Begins to plan play scenarios with others
	Performs songs, rhymes or dances 
Creates and acts out own stories 
Sustains imaginative play over time 
Confidently uses imagination across provision


	Music
	Music is woven throughout the Nursery curriculum and forms an important part of children's daily experiences. Through singing, listening, movement, exploration and performance, children develop a love of music while building confidence, communication skills, creativity and self-expression.
Throughout the year, children participate in daily singing sessions, learning a wide range of nursery rhymes, action songs, counting songs and seasonal or celebratory music. Repetition of familiar songs supports language development, memory, listening skills and early phonological awareness.
Children are encouraged to explore and experiment with a variety of percussion instruments, learning how sounds can be made in different ways. They investigate how instruments can be played loudly, quietly, quickly and slowly, and begin to recognise differences in pitch, tempo and rhythm through practical experiences.



